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Madelyn Tan-Cohen

– Associate Director, Reach Teach 
Play - Ravinia

– Outreach Manager, New World 
Symphony

– Pianist, Windy City Gay & Treble 
Choirs



What does it mean to be 
a teaching artist?



Teaching Artists build the knowledge 
and skills needed to offer instruction 
that is high quality from an educational 
and artistic perspective.

https:/ / www.ingenuity-inc.org/ quality-initiative



https:/ / www.ingenuity-inc.org/ quality-initiative

Ar ts Par tner  Standards of Practice - Chicago

Ingenuity’s mission is to leverage the vibrant communities, rich 
knowledge, and significant resources of Chicago to ensure the arts 
are a critical component of every public school student’s education.



Teaching Pract ice Artist  Pract ice



Teaching Pract ice
Teaching Artists are grounded in effective teaching practices, 
including:

 Stages of child development and degree of agency for students at 
each age

 Creating a safe space for student abilities to thrive
 Techniques and approaches to address a range of circumstances
 Alignment of learning objectives and curricular components to 

desired student outcomes
 Content standards, relationships between topics and concepts, and 

content differentiation 
 Cultivating practices of student reflection and learning synthesis, 

and converting them into daily practice



Artist ic Pract ice
Teaching Artists rely on their own artistic practice to continually 
grow as practitioners by:

 Maintaining knowledge of the arts field, its history and 
current context

 Actively seeking development, growth, and new learning 
opportunities

 Staying current in the artistic discipline and discipline-
specific ways of thinking and creating

 Engaging with a larger community of practice



Relat ionship Between Ar t ist ic & Teaching Pract ice
Teaching Artists tightly weave artistic practices into teaching 
practice by:

 Demonstrating competence and enthusiasm in teaching and in 
their art form

 Modeling curiosity
 Leveraging their own experience as students in the art form to 

identify and empathize with the students they will teach 
 Freely sharing their own artistic identity



What strategies do you have that  
work for  fulfilling 

these goals?



Ravinia Programs

REACH
Programs that extend Ravinia’s REACH and bring 

the joy of music to thousands throughout the 
Chicago Area

TEACH
Programs that TEACH the foundations of music 

and allow children to express themselves 
creatively

PLAY Programs that encourage students to PLAY and 
experience music throughout their lives



Different TAs for Different Programs

– Sistema Ravinia

– Recent college graduates, experience with sectional and ensemble instruction for 
beginning instrumentalists

– Passion for fostering community and social change through music (El Sistema model) 

– Jazz Mentors

– Experienced masters in the Chicago Jazz scene, working musicians and college 
professors

– MDP

– Working musicians, who are comfortable working in an urban public school setting

– Comfortable working with K-3rd grade kids and classroom teachers









Resume Examples

What to include?







EXPERIENCE
Old Town School of Folk Music, Chicago, IL Spring 2005-present

Teaching Artist
• Wiggleworms – Interactive music classes for toddlers and caregivers 2006-present
• Kids Piano – Team-taught group piano classes for 4-7 year olds 2007-present
• Young Voices –Singing and vocal exploration classes for 6-10 year olds 2008-present

– (Designed program)
• Meet The Instruments – General music and instrument introduction for 3-4 year olds 2009-present
• Lullabies – Interactive music classes for parents and newborns 2009-present
• Private lessons – One-on-one piano, guitar, and voice instruction for kids and adults 2009-present
• Little Red Piano – Introductory piano class for 3-4 year olds 2010-2014
• Kids Ensemble – Multi-instrument class for 6-12 year olds encouraging collaboration 2011-2012

ETCETERA
• Attended National Kodaly Educators Conference in March, 2015



Questions?

Resources can be found on the Career  Services Resources page online:
https:/ / music.depaul.edu/ resources/ career-services/ Pages/ career-resources.aspx
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