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Friday, January 16, 2026 « 7:00 PM
Dempsey Corboy Jazz Hall

JIM TROMPETER, PIANO & ScoTT BURNS,

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Faculty Artist Series

PROGRAM TO BE SELECTED FROM THE FOLLOWING

McCoy Tyner
Effendi

Billy Strayhorn
Chelsea Bridge

Kern/Hammerstein
Nobody Else But Me

Chick Corea
Mirror, Mirror

Anontio Carlos Jobim
Triste

Bobby Hutcherson
Isn't This My Sound Around Me?

Thad Jones
The Interloper

As a courtesy to those around you, please silence all cell phones and other
electronic devices. Flash photography is not permitted.
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An instinctive jazz player from the beginning, word of Jim Trompeter's
spectacular talent as a jazz keyboardist spread to Chicago jazz circles
while he was still in high school.

He won a music scholarship to the University of Miami, and, as a
member of their world-acclaimed Concert Jazz Band, won the
Down Beat award for “Best Instrumental Jazz Performer”; Montreux
Jazz Festivals “Stan Kenton Memorial Scholarship” award for Best
Performer in 1983; and five Down Beat awards in the Large
Ensemble category.

While a student at the University of Miami, he was hired as
keyboardist/arranger by Gloria Estefan and Miami Sound Machine,
touring with the band for three years. Trompeter performed on the
band’s double platinum recording, “Let it Loose,” and composed and
arranged for its live world tours. Jim has also performed with, Jon
Secada, Boy George, Amy Grant, David Lee Roth, Whitney Houston,
Sammy Davis Jr, Oprah Winfrey, Shecky Green, Art Garfunkel, Joe
Mantegna, Dennis Miller, Sinbad, Paul Rodriguez, Freddie Hubbard,

Joe Levano, Arturo Sandoval, Cristian McBride, Kurt Elling, Bob James,
Dave Liebman, Randy Brecker, Tim Hagans, Rick Margitza, Steve Rodby,
Paul Wertico, Paquito D'Rivera, Bobby Mintzer, Eddie Daniels, Fareed
Haque, Conte Condoli, Lou Marini, Andy Narell, Scott Wendholt,
George Garzone, Louis Bellson, Bill Watrous and Carl Fontana, Marquis
Hill, and Peter Bernstein.

On his return to Chicago from touring, Jim began working as
composer/arranger/producer with local jingle producers as well

as heading his own group at local jazz clubs. His compositions and
keyboard style reflect his admiration of both past and contemporary
jazz greats along with the influence of contemporary rock and

Latin jazz gained from his relationship with Miami Sound Machine.
Along the way, he has gained favor with Chicago's and elsewhere’s
most prominent entertainment critics:

Howard Reich, entertainment writer for the Chicago Tribune:
“Trompeter and his group offer quick-moving harmonic turns
and unexpected quirks of melody that keep everything sounding
fresh and new. More important is the consistently high level of
improvisation and the undeniable sense that Trompeter and
friends are reaching for a music of their own making.
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Trompeter and colleagues command a richer musical
vocabulary in any 16 bars than most bands do in their entire
repertoire. Trompeter approaches music in a painterly way,
almost every piece suggesting landscapes, places and other
kinds of vivid imagery. Beyond the delicacy of his touch, as well
as his ability to create a sound that genuinely blends with the
ensemble, he commands a remarkable harmonic imagination.
With Trompeter it's the strength of the idea, not the virtuosity of
the performance.”

Tom Moon, entertainment critic for the Philadelphia Inquirer:
“The true spirit of improvisation—not some commercially
expedient derivative—pulses mightily through Jim Trompeter’s
confident, articulate lines. Less obvious, but no less significant,
is the fact that this same thoughtful spirit goes into his writing.
Combined, these elements add up to an important new voice.”

Neal Tesser, music critic for the Chicago Tribune and The Reader:
“Trompeter is a ferocious improviser. And in hooking up with Pat
Methany'’s rhythm section, Chicagoans Steve Rodby (bass) and
Paul Wertico (drums)—he'’s crafted a trio that's emblematic of
jazz in the 90s: a virtuosic blend of eclectic elements, under the
banner of a New Mainstream.”

Jim ‘s playing represents the emergence of an inventive, organic, fresh
voice, one that is ready for the jazz world’s ears.

Jim has followed his passion of composition vigorously, first as a
partner in Trompeter/NorianMusic (in 1994), then heading his own
Jingle Production Company Earthborne Music (1997). During this
time, composing, performing, and producing commercial music for
Agencies such as Leo Burnett, DDB Needham, FCB, Burrell and BBDS.
Composing for Clients such as McDonalds, Coca Cola, Hallmark,
Disney, Gap, Quaker Oats, Delta Airlines, Secret, All State, Morgan
Stanley, Polaroid, Frosted Flakes, Maytag, Pert Plus, Harley Davidson,
Midwest Express Airlines, Procter Gamble, Ray O Vac, etc.. Jim was a
composer for the Oprah Winfrey show. His work has also been

heard on many television show’s, including HBO's “Sopranos”, Dr Oz.
Since 2004, Jim has been a Senior Principal composer and sound
designer for WMS/Scientific Games/Light and Wonder. In this role, Jim
has created slot machine sound packages for games such Monopoly,
James Bond, The Simpsons, Willy Wonka, Wizard of Oz, Animal House,
Beetlejuice, Dean Martin, Gremlins and Empire.
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In 2014, Jim toured as pianist for the Kurt Elling band.

In 2016, Jim joined the faculty at DePaul as lecturer for the jazz piano
studio, and combo coach.

In 2021 Jim was recipient of the first Monsignor Kenneth J. Velo
Endowed Distinguished Professorship for the 2021/2022 academic
yeatr.

Saxophonist and educator Scott Burns has been a prominent figure in
the Chicago jazz scene for over two decades. He holds a Bachelor of
Music degree from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory
of Music and a Master of Music degree from DePaul University, both in
the field of Jazz Studies.

Mr. Burns is a highly acclaimed musician who has led his own
ensembles and performed as a sideman in prestigious jazz venues,
concert halls, and festivals. He has performed with numerous
renowned international jazz artists, including McCoy Tyner, Ahmad
Jamal, Clark Terry, Jimmy Heath, Charles McPherson, Kenny Barron,
Benny Green, Christian McBride, Ira Sullivan, Bob Mintzer, Joshua
Redman, Eric Alexander, Nicholas Payton, Roy Hargrove, Randy
Brecker, John Faddis, David Hazeltine, Wycliffe Gordon, Marquis Hill,
Bobby Broom, Peter Erskine, Jeff Hamilton, Harold Jones, Freddie
Cole, René Marie, Lou Rawls, Kurt Elling, Tony Bennett, and Harry
Connick Jr. Mr. Burns has performed at numerous major festivals
and venues across the nation, including the JVC Jazz Festival, the
Newport Jazz Festival, the Chicago Jazz Festival, Chicago Symphony
Center, Jay Pritzker Pavilion, Ravinia Festival, and the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. He has been a member of the Chicago
Jazz Orchestra since 2006. Mr. Burns has performed with numerous
symphony and opera orchestras, including the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, Chicago Philharmonic
Society, Lyric Opera Orchestra, Florentine Opera Company, Chicago
Opera Theater, Cincinnati Pops Orchestra, and Ravinia Festival
Orchestra. His discography encompasses over 30 albums and
numerous other recording projects. His latest CD, “Passages,” released
on Origin Records and featuring all original compositions, has
garnered critical acclaim and airtime across the nation.

Mr. Burns is also a dedicated educator, having joined the faculty of
the DePaul School of Music in 2014, and assuming the role of Director
of the Jazz Studies program in 2023. He previously held teaching



JIM TROMPETER, PIANO & ScoTT BURNS, TENOR SAXOPHONE * JANUARY 16, 2026
BiOGRAPHIES

positions at Loyola University Chicago, North Park University, and
Columbia College Chicago. In 2013, he joined the jazz faculty at
Birch Creek Music Performance Center's Summer Music Academy
in Egg Harbor, Wisconsin, becoming Assistant Program Director in
2016. Additionally, Mr. Burns has collaborated with students at the
Thelonious Monk Jazz Institute’s Chicago chapter, Northwestern
University High School Music Institute, Milwaukee Jazz Institute,
and Chicago Jazz Institute. He has also served as a guest clinician,
adjudicator, and performer at numerous high school jazz festivals,
lllinois Music Educators Association district festivals, and colleges and
universities in the region.
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TickeTrs AND PATRON SERVICES

We hope you enjoy each and every concert experience you attend at the
Holtschneider Performance Center (HPC). We encourage you to share your
experiences when visiting our concert and recital halls. It's our pleasure to answer
any questions or concerns you may have when visiting or planning your visit. Please
don't hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns:

HPC Box Office Information
2330 North Halsted Street | Tuesday-Saturday | 10 AM-3 PM*
773-325-5200 | musicboxoffice@depaul.edu
*Seasonal hours apply, but we are always open 90 minutes prior to all ticketed
events.

Accessibility: HPC is dedicated to providing access for all patrons. We ask that you
please contact the HPC Box Office at least two weeks prior to your performance
date to request accessibility services.

Cameras and Recorders: The taking of photographs or the recording of concerts
held at HPC is strictly prohibited. By attending this concert, you consent to be
photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded. Your entry constitutes your
consent to such and to any use, in any and all media throughout the universe in
perpetuity, of your appearance, voice and name for any purpose whatsoever in
connection with HPC and DePaul University School of Music.

Concert Dress: At any given concert, you will observe some concertgoers dressed
up and others dressed more casually. Many patrons wear business attire or casual
business attire. We encourage you to wear whatever makes you feel most
comfortable.

Food and Beverage: While drinks, with lids, are allowed in performance spaces, food
is never allowed.

Fire Notice: The exits indicated by a red light nearest your seat is the shortest route
to the lobby and then outside to the street. In the event of fire or any emergency,
please do not run. Walk to that exit.

Late Seating: Late seating breaks usually occur after the first piece on the program
or at intermission in order to minimize disturbances to other audience members
and those performing on stage. Late patrons will be seated at appropriate breaks at
the discretion of the house management staff.

No Smoking: All public spaces in HPC are smoke-free.
Phones and Paging Devices: All electronic devices—including cellular phones,
pagers and wristwatch alarms—should be on silent while in any concert or recital

hall.

Website: For information about HPC, the DePaul University School of Music, and its
upcoming concerts or events, please visit go.depaul.edu/musicevents.
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The DePaul University School of Music is proud to recognize the

following annual donors

MAESTRO CIRCLE
($100,000+)
The Estate of Mary Patricia Gannon

BRAVO CIRCLE

($50,000+)

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Sasha Gerritson & Eugene Jarvis

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE
($25,000+)

Bulley & Andrews, LLC
Patti & Peter Duwel
Victor D. Faraci

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
($10,000+)

The Estate of John R. Curns
Robert & Gina D’Addario
Raymond A. Daly

Frank M. DeVincentis

PARTNER CIRCLE

($5,000+)

Joseph & Leslie Antunovich
Archdiocese of Chicago
Congregation of the Mission
Pat Ewers

Shelley MacArthur Farley & Bill Farley

Jack & Donna Greenberg
David Harpest

PATRON CIRCLE

($2,500+)

Anonymous

Chicago Federation of Musicians
City Lights Music, Inc.

MEMBERSHIP CIRCLE
($1,000+)

American Online Giving Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund

Susanne & David Baker
William & Susan Bennett
Corboy Foundation

Cheryl & Sunil Cutinho
Melinda Dickler

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Kelly & Dennis Howe

Walker C. Johnson

Geoffrey Hirt, PhD & Linda Hirt

The Estate of John C. Herklotz
Rev. John E. Rybolt, C.M.

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
National Philanthropic Trust

Graham & Margaret Fuguitt

The Estate of Anastasia P. Graven
Peter & Mimi O'Brien

James & Laura O’Connor

Irish American Labor Coalition
Cary & Amy Jacobs

Carlotta & Ron Lucchesi

Ed & Colleen Ward Mayes
Mark Mroz & Rich Daniels
James F. Shaddle

Kristine Suzuki & Alex Sasieta

CME Group, Inc.
Daniel P. Corrigan
Reverand L. Scott Donahue

Brendan Keating

The Estate of Jacqueline Krump
Eunjin Lee

Steven M. Levy

Lundstrom Family Foundation
Cynthia Manzo

Carla R. Michelotti

Francois Millard

Deane & Layni Myers

Christine & Thomas Okelman

Cathy C. Williams

Eugene A. Payson
Ernest & Mimi Wish

PJ Wells Bar & Grill

Mike & Barbara Scudder
Judy & Dan Stevens
Ann Zagoreos

The Theatre School at DePaul
University

Stephen & Nicole VanderVoort
Elizabeth K. Ware

The Kurt Weill Foundation for
Music

Mary K. Marshall
Bob & Kathryn Mayer
Florence M. Miller

Charles & Roberta Price
Renew Chicago

Rick Rodriguez

James & Mary Schaefer
Katherine Scherer
Rebecca Schewe

Dr. Margaret Smollen
Michael A. Tunney
Gregory Vogt

John & Laura Zielinski

July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025



DEPAUL
UNIVERSITY
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You can make a difference by providing
critical scholarship funding and other
opportunities to the next generation of
musicians. Make a gift of any size in order
to guarantee exceptional arts experiences
for years to come.

Visit give.depaul.edu/music today.

For more information, please contact:

Pedro Guerrero, Assistant Director of Development
DePaul University School of Music
pedro.guerrero@depaul.edu
(773) 325-5140
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UprcomiNg EVENTS
DePauL UNIVERSITY ScHooL oF Music

ScHooL oF Music

January 24 « 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
Voice Area Recital

January 30 ¢ 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Percussion Ensemble

January 31 ¢ 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
Viktoria Vizin Studio Recital

February 2 « 7:00 p.m.
Dempsey Corboy Jazz Hall
DePaul Jazz Ensemble

February 3 ¢ 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Symphony Orchestra

February 4 « 7:00 p.m.
Dempsey Corboy Jazz Hall
DePaul Jazz Workshop

February 4 « 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Wind Symphony

February 5 ¢ 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Concert Orchestra

February 6 « 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
Double Bass Studio Recital

February 8 ¢ 2:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Vocal Jazz Showcase

FacuLty ARTIST SERIES

February 9 « 7:00 p.m.

Allen Recital Hall

Melissa Kraut, cello, Tim Zavadlil,
clarinet, & John Milbauer, piano

February 21 « 7:00 p.m.

Allen Recital Hall

Ann Marie Brink, viola, Jason Moy,
harpsichord, & John Milbauer, piano

For ticketing information and a complete list of concerts visit:
go.depaul.edu/musicevents.

Holtschneider Performance Center
2330 North Halsted Street « Chicago
Gannon Concert Hall, Allen Recital Hall, Brennan Recital Hall « HPC First Floor

Dempsey Corboy Jazz Hall « HPC Second Floor

Sasha and Eugene Jarvis Opera Hall
800 West Belden Avenue ¢ Chicago
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804 West Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
773.325.7260
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Sign up for Music @ DePaul E-Notes!

Receive monthly updates in your inbox on performances taking place at the
School of Music, as well as special offers and discounts to ticketed events! You
can choose to unsubscribe from the list at any time. We have a strict privacy
policy and will never sell or trade your email address.

You can sign up for E-Notes by visiting music.depaul.edu and clicking on
Concerts and Events.



